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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The IDS filed 6/3/2002 has been considered and recorded in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1 999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed 
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before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is 
determined under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- 
AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Narcisse (4,675,656). 

As per claims 1,12 and 1 5, see figures 1 -4, and col. 2, line 1 3 to col. 5, 
line 62, Narcisse discloses a method and associated system wherein the 
method/system (see figure 1) comprising a base station (10) and a terminal 
(20) wherein the terminal comprises: 

a reception status detector step/means (24, 25) for detecting a reception 
status of a signal received from said base station; and 

a notification unit step/means (28) for notifying said base station of the 
reception status detected by said reception status detector, said base station 
having a function (1 8) (see figure 3) of displaying the reception status 
transmitted from said terminal on a display unit. 
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As per claim 2, Narcisse discloses that said terminal detects received 
signal strength as the reception status of the signal received from said base 
station (see col. 2, lines 50-67 and col. 5, lines 12-23). 

As per claim 3, Narcisse discloses that the signal received from the said 
base station is a signal obtained upon radio connection between said base 
station and said terminal (see figure 1). 

As per claim 4, Narcisse discloses that said base station issues a 
reception status notification request during the radio connection with said 
terminal; and when said terminal receives the reception status notification 
request from said base station, said notification unit of said terminal notifies 
said base station of the reception status in response to the reception status 
notification request (see figures 3 and 4). 

As per claim 5, Narcisse discloses that the signal received from said base 
station is a notification which always transmitted from said base station (see 
figure 1); said terminal has a storage device (88) for storing the reception 
status; and said reception status detector (1 14) detects the reception status 
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upon receiving the notification signal (94, 106) and notifying said base station 
the reception status (see figure 4). 

As per claim 6, Narcisse disclose that said base station has a storage 
device (62) for storing the reception status notified from said terminal, with 
linkage to terminal identification information of said terminal; and displays the 
reception status and the terminal identification information stored in said 
storage device, linked to each other , on said display unit (1 8) (see figure 3 and 
col. 4, lines 37-52). 

As per claim 7, Narcisse discloses that said base station has an extractor 
(72) for extracting the worst reception statuses among reception statuses and 
the terminal identification information of the reception status stored in said 
storage device; and displays the worst reception status and the terminal 
identification information extracted by said extractor on said display unit (see 
figure 3, and col. 4, lines 32-52). 

As per claim 8, Narcisse discloses that if radio connection cannot be 
established with said terminal, said base station displays the terminal 
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identification information of said terminal on said display unit (see col. 4, lines 
45-52 and col. 5, lines 19-62). 

As per claim 9, Narcisse disclose that the system has plural terminals (20, 
22) (see figure 1) ; said base station has a register (62) for registering said 
terminals; and said base station performs call origination, issuance of the 
reception status notification request, and reception of the reception status, on 
said terminals registered in said register in sequence, repeatedly (see figure 3, 
and col. 3, line 38 to col. 4, line 52). 

As per claim 10, Narcisse discloses that said base station has interface 
(70, 72) for connection with said display unit (1 8) (see figure 3). 

As per claim 1 1 , Narcisse discloses that the system is a communication 
system (see figure 1). 

As per claim 1 3, see figures 1 -4, Narcisse discloses a system (see figure 
3) comprising a receiver (1 6) for receiving a reception status of a signal 
received by a plurality of remote terminals (20, 22) (see figure 1); and a 
controller (68, 72) for displaying the received reception status of the plurality of 
remote terminals on a display unit (1 8). 
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As per claim 14, Narcisse discloses that said display unit shows 
information indicating each of said plurality of remote units with said reception 
status of said system (see col. 4, lines 45-52). 

4. Claims 1 -4, 1 0-1 3 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Sakurai et al (2002/01 93077). 

As per claims 1,12 and 1 5, see figures 24, 25 and 26A-C, and section 
[01 73] to [01 97], Sakurai et al discloses a method and associated system 
wherein the method/system (see figure 24) comprising a base station (104b) 
and a terminal (105b) wherein the terminal comprises: 

a reception status detector step/means (1 1 7d) for detecting a reception 
status of a signal received from said base station; and 

a notification unit step/means (1 1 7d, 11 3b) for notifying said base 
station of the reception status detected by said reception status detector, said 
base station having a function (1 1 03) of displaying the reception status 
transmitted from said terminal on a display unit (see also figure 25). 
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As per claim 2, Sakurai et al discloses that said terminal detects a 
received signal strength as the reception status of the signal received from said 
base station (see figure 25). 

As per claim 3, Sakurai et al discloses that the signal received from the 
said base station is a signal obtained upon radio connection between said base 
station and said terminal (see figure 24). 

As per claim 4, Sakurai et al discloses that said base station issues a 
reception status notification request during the radio connection with said 
terminal; and when said terminal receives the reception status notification 
request from said base station, said notification unit of said terminal notifies 
said base station of the reception status in response to the reception status 
notification request (see figure 24). 

As per claim 10, Sakurai et al discloses that said base station has 
interface (1 06b) for connection with said display unit (1 1 03) (see figure 27). 

As per claim 1 1 , Sakurai et al discloses that the system is a 
communication system (see figure 27). 
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As per claim 1 3, see figures 27 and 27, Sakurai et al discloses a system 
(see figure 27) comprising a receiver (1 04b) for receiving a reception status of a 
signal received by a plurality of remote terminals (1 05b); and a controller 
(1 06b) for displaying the received reception status of the plurality of remote 
terminals on a display unit (1 103). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sakurai et al 

As per claim 5, Sakurai et al discloses that the signal received from said 
base station is a notification which always transmitted from said base station 
(see figures 24 and 25); and said reception status detector at said terminal 
detects the reception status upon receiving the notification signal and notifying 
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said base station the reception status (see figure 26, and sections [01 82]- 
[0188]). He also discloses the reception status, after being detected, is 
required to be transmitted to the base station at a predetermined interval (see 
[0187]). 

Sakurai et al does not disclose that said terminal has a storage device for 
storing the reception status. However, using a storage device in a terminal to 
store data and retrieve later at a desired time is well known in the art, and the 
examiner takes Official Notice. 

Therefore, for an application, it would have been obvious that a person 
skilled in the art, when building Sakurai et al invention, could use a storage 
device in said terminal for storing the reception status, after being detected, so 
that the reception status would be retrieved later for being transmitted on time 
to the base station at a predetermined interval, as required. 
7. Claims 6- 9 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sakurai et al in view of Narcisse. 
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As per claim 6, Sakurai et al discloses that said base station displays the 
reception status on said display unit (see figure 24). He also discloses said base 
station receives reception statuses notified from plural terminals. 

Sakurai et al does not disclose that said base station has a storage device 
for storing the reception status notified from said terminal, with linkage to 
terminal identification information of said terminal; and displays the terminal 
identification information stored in said storage device, linked to each other, on 
said display unit. 

Narcisse discloses a storage device (62) at a base station for storing the 
reception status notified from plural terminals, with linkage to terminal 
identification information of said terminals; and displays the respective terminal 
identification information stored in said storage device, linked to each other, on 
a display unit (see figure 3, and col. 4, lines 32-52). 

Therefore, for an application for identifying and distinguishing these 
received reception statuses, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the 
art to implement Narcisse teaching in Sakurai et al base station a feature of 
storing the reception status notified from a terminal, with linkage to terminal 
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identification information of said terminal; and displays the terminal 
identification information stored in said storage device, linked to each other, on 
said display unit so that said base station would be enhanced with feature of 
simultaneously identifying, distinguishing and displaying reception status 
transmitted from more than one terminal. 

As per claim 7, Sakurai et al in view of Narcisse discloses that said base 
station has an extractor (72) for extracting the worst reception statuses among 
reception statuses and the terminal identification information of the reception 
status stored in said storage device; and displays the worst reception status 
and the terminal identification information extracted by said extractor on said 
display unit (see Narcisse, figure 3, and col. 4, lines 32-52). 

As per claim 8, Sakurai et al disclose said base station receives reception 
statuses notified from plural terminals. 

Sakurai et al does not disclose that if radio connection cannot be 
established with said terminal, said base station displays the terminal 
identification information of said terminal on said display unit. 
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Narcisse discloses that if radio connection cannot be established with a 
terminal, a base station displays the terminal identification information of said 
terminal on a display unit (see col. 4, lines 45-52 and col. 5, lines 1 9-62).. 

Therefore, for an application for identifying and distinguishing these 
received reception statuses, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the 
art to implement Narcisse teaching in Sakurai et al base station a feature that if 
radio connection cannot be established with a terminal, a base station displays 
the terminal identification information of said terminal on a display unit so that 
Sakurai et al's base station would keep track which terminal lost radio 
connection with the base station. 

As per claim 9, Sakurai et al discloses that the system has plural 
terminals (105b) (see [0008]); and said base station performs call origination, 
issuance of the reception status notification request, and reception of the 
reception status on said terminals. Sakurai et al does not disclose that said 
base station has a register for registering said terminals. 

Narcisse discloses a register (62) (see figure 3) at a base station (10) for 
registering plural terminals (20, 22) identification codes. 
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Therefore, for an application for identifying and distinguishing these 
received reception statuses, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the 
art to implement Narcisse teaching in Sakurai et al base station a register at 
said base station for registering plural terminals identification codes so that 
Sakurai et al's base station would keep track which terminal is on and connects 
with the base station. 

Claim 14 is rejected with similar reasons set forth for claims 6 and 8. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Sanh D Phu whose telephone number 
is (703) 305-8635. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-1 6:30. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number 



Conclusion 



is 703-305-8635. 
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